
 
 
 
From Northern Ireland 
 
 
Roberta Bacic is visiting Japan for research and study of the arpilleras in the 
Oshima Hakko Museum collection. 
 
This year marks the 40th anniversary since the Allende Socialist Government was 
overthrown by the Pinochet military coup in Chile. The human rights activist, Chilean 
Roberta Bacic (who now resides in Northern Ireland), is visiting Japan in February to 
study the arpilleras collection in our museum. This is her second trip to Japan in 
connection with her work  of curating exhibitions of arpilleras  all over the world, 
passing on the stories of harsh experiences, everyday life, and resistance under the  
Pinochet military regime as sewn by Chilean women. She curated an arpilleras 
exhibition held in Osaka and organized by Prof. Tomoko Sakai in October 2010. 
 
She is hoping to include some of our collection in international exhibitions after this 
research. We asked her to give a lecture on arpilleras (translation provided by Prof. 
Tomoko Sakai) on 16 February during her stay in Mastuyo. All are welcome, so 
please join us on this rare occasion. 
 
 Lecture Theme: Chilean Arpilleras and Poetry 
 
 
What are arpilleras? 
 
Arpilleras are Chilean patchwork tapestries. Under the Pinochet military regime, 
women from poblaciones (poor residential areas), women in the AFDD (Association 
of Relatives of the Disappeared) and the like, set up group workshops and created 
arpilleras together. As well as helping them make a living, this way of describing their 
lives and political demands on arpilleras was a way to fight back against the 
oppressive Pinochet regime and also to depict in bright colours and strong terms 
how they kept their humanity and solidarity under the inhumane dictatorship. In 
almost all the work, the ever-present Andes Mountains and the sun appear as a 
theme.  
 
 
 
Translation by attention of Junshi Murakami 
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